FOSSIL
FREE
MUSEUMPLEIN

DISSONANCE
ACT 1
Season Opening

EVERYTHING
SOUNDS
BETTER IN

?

A Fossil Free
Museumplein
would be music
to everyone’s
ears.
ARTWASHING

Fossil fuel companies clean
their image by sponsoring
sports events, festivals and
schools– a practice known
as greenwashing. For a
small slice of their enormous
PR budgets, oil and gas
companies can buy a false
image of generosity. When
they use cultural institutions
to sanitise their reputation,
it is artwashing. This is what
Shell does with the Concertgebouw.

DISSONANCE ACT 1. SEASON OPENING

Today, 13 September 2019, the Concertgebouw
celebrates the Opening Night of their orchestra’s new
season. On the same day, Fossil Free Culture NL makes
it clear that there is little to celebrate on a dying planet.
Solemn, near motionless performers carrying trays with
glasses of black champagne, show the dissonance
between the Concertgebouw’s public image and its
complicity in the global crimes by Royal Dutch Shell
through its acceptance of their dirty money. As concertgoers enter the famous concert hall and immerse
themselves in the mesmerising sounds of Tsjaikovski’s
Swan Lake, outside, the public call for Shell’s Swan Song
reaches a crescendo. With so little time left to avert
a larger climate breakdown, let this be the Fossil Free
Culture Season Opening!

SHELL AND THE CONCERTGEBOUW

The Concertgebouw claims to be working towards
sustainability. Its ‘green mission’ is funded to the tune of
€500,000 per year by one of the Netherland’s biggest
charities. But its commitment is undermined by its links to
the fossil fuel industry. Shell pays the Concertgebouw
a nominal amount to be a member of its Business Club,
enabling them to lobby the rich and powerful for their
profit-driven cause, including politicians and the royal
family. The Concertgebouw squanders its reputation and
misleads its visitors by granting Shell license to operate.

About Fossil Free Culture NL

www.fossilfreeculture.nl

We consider it our duty to liberate culture

contact@fossilfreeculture.nl

from the influence of catastrophically unethical
corporations. We are a collective of artists,

Follow us:

activists, academics and other members of the
public. Art has the power to confront vested

@FFcultureNL

interests and preserve our planet. We channel
our sadness and anger into disobedient art to

Share:

end oil and gas sponsorship of public cultural

#FossilFreeMuseumplein

institutions.

#DropShell

@FossilFreeCultureNL

